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v,  15" 


Str  Matter  Ailftnag’s  ©plnton 
concerning  tbc  beeping  of  tbe 
©ueen  of  Scots  (©ctober 
26. 1569,)  at  Minbsor 
Castle. 


The  Question  to  be  considered  on,  is, 
Whether  it  be  less  perilous  to  the 
Queen's  Majesty,  and  the  Realm,  to 
retain  the  Queen  of  of  Scots  in  Eng¬ 
land,  or  to  return  her  home  into  Scot¬ 
land  ? 


— — 


N  which  Question,  these  things  are  to  be  conside  r 


-JL  ed.  On  the  one  side,  What  Dangers  are  like  to 
follow  if  she  be  retained  here  ;  and  thereupon,  if  so 
avoiding  of  them,  it  shall  be  thought  good  to  return 
her,  then  what  Cautions  and  Provisions  are  necessary 
to  be  had. 

On  the  other  side,  are  to  be  weighed  the  Dangers 
like  to  follow  if  she  be  returned  home  j  and  thereup- 
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on,  if  for  eschewing  of  them,  it  shall  be  thought  good 
-  to  retain  her  here,  then  what  Cautions  and  Provisions 
are  in  that  Case  necessary. 

Dangers  in  retaining  the  Queen  of  Scots. 

Her  unquiet  and  aspiring  Mind,  never  ceasing  to 
practice  with  the  Queen’s  Subjects.  Her  late  practice 
of  Marriage  between  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  her, 
without  the  Queen’s  knowledge.  The  Faction  of  the 
Papists,  and  other  Ambitious  Folks,  being  ready  and 
fit  Instruments  for  her  to  work  upon.  The  Com¬ 
miseration  that  ever  folio weth  such  as  be  in  misery, 
though  their  Deserts  be  never  so  great.  Her  cunning 
and  sugred  entertainments  of  all  Men  that  come  to  her, 
whereby  she  gets  both  Credit  and  Intelligence.  Her 
practice  with  the  French  and  Spanish  Ambassadors, 
being  more  near  to  her  in  England,  than  if  she  were 
in  Scotland  $  and  their  continual  sollicitation  of  the 
Queen  for  her  delivery,  the  denial  whereof  may  breed 
War.  The  danger  of  her  escaping  out  of  Guard, 
whereof  it  is  like  enough  she  will  give  the  Attempt. 
So  as  remaining  here,  she  hath  time  and  opportunity 
to  practice  and  nourish  Factions,  by  which  she  may 
work  Confederacy,  and  therefore  may  follow  Sedition 
and  Tumult,  which  may  bring  peril  to  the  Queen’s 
Majesty  and  the  State.  Finally,  it  is  said,  That  the 
Queen’s  Majesty,  of  her  own  disposition,  hath  no 
mind  to  retain  her,  but  is  much  unquieted  therewith, 
which  is  a  thing  greatly  to  be  weighed. 
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Cautions  if  she  be  returned. 

To  deliver  her  into  the  Hands  of  the  Regent,  and 
the  Lords  now  governing  in  Scotland,  to  be  safely 
kept.  That  she  meddle  not  with  the  State,  nor 
make  any  alterations  in  the  Government,  or  in  the 
Religion.  That  by  sufficient  Hostages  it  may  be 
provided,  that  neither  Violence  be  used  to  her  Person, 
nor  that  she  be  suffered  to  Govern  again,  but  live 
privately,  with  such  honourable  Entertainment  as  is 
meet  for  the  King  of  Scots  Mother.  That  the  League 
Offensive  and  Defensive,  between  France  and  Scotland, 
be  never  renewed.  That  a  new  and  perpetual  League 
be  made  between  England  and  Scotland,  whereby  the 
Queen’s  Majesty  may  shew  an  open  Maintenance  and 
Allowance  of  the  King’s  Authority  and  Estate,  and 
of  the  present  Government,  so  as  the  Scots  may  wholly 
depend  on  her.  That  the  Regent,  and  the  Lords  of 
Scotland,  do  make  no  composition  with  the  Scots 
Queen,  neither  suffer  her  to  marry,  without  consent  of 
the  Queen’s  Majesty.  That  the  Faults  whereof  she 
hath  been  accused,  and  her  declining  and  delaying  to 
Answer  that  Accusation,  may  be  published  to  the 
World,  the  better  to  discourage  her  Factious  Party, 
both  here  and  in  Scotland. 

Dangers  in  returning  Her. 

The  manner  how  to  deliver  her  Home,  with  the 
Queen’s  Majesty’s  Honour  and  Safety,  is  very  doubtful. 
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For  if  she  be  delivered  in  Guard,  that  came  hither  free, 
and  at  liberty,  how  will  that  stand  with  the  Queen’s 
Honour,  and  with  the  Requests  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  Kings,  that  have  continually  solicited  her  free 
delivery,  either  into  Scotland  or  France  j  or  if  she  die 
in  Guard,  either  violently  or  nuturally,  her  Majesty 
shall  hardly  escape  slander.  If,  again,  she  be  delivered 
home  at  Liberty,  or  if  being  in  Guard  she  should 
escape,  then  these  Perils  may  follow. 

The  suppressing  of  the  present  Government  in 
Scotland,  now  depending  upon  the  Queen’s  Majesty, 
and  advancing  of  the  contrary  Faction  depending  upon 
the  French.  The  alteration  of  Religion  in  Scotland. 
The  renewing  of  the  League,  Offensive  and  Defensive, 
between  France  and  Scotland,  that  hath  so  much 
troubled  England.  The  renewing  of  her  pretended 
claim  to  the  Crown  of  this  Realm.  The  likelyhood 
of  War  to  ensue  between  France,  Scotland,  and  Us, 
and  the  bringing  in  of  Strangers  into  that  Realm  to 
our  annoyance,  and  great  charge,  as  late  experience 
hath  shewed.  The  supportation  that  she  is  like  to 
have  of  the  French  and  Spanish  Kings.  And  though 
Peace  should  continue  between  England  and  Scotland, 
yet  infinite  injuries  will  be  offered  by  the  Scots  Queen’9 
Ministers  upon  the  Borders,  which  will  turn  to  the 
great  hurt  of  the  Queen’s  Majesty’s  Subjects,  or  else 
to  her  greater  Charges  to  redress  them  $  for  the 
change  of  the  Government  in  Scotland,  will  change 
the  Justice  which  now  is  had,  unto  all  Injury  and 
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Unjustice.  The  likelyhood  she  will  revoke  the  Ear 
Bothwell,  now  her  Husband,  though  unlawful,  as  is 
said,  a  man  of  most  evil  and  cruel  Affection  to  this 
Realm,  and  to  his  own  Countrymen  :  Or,  if  she 
should  marry  another  that  were  a-like  Enemy,  the 
Peril  must  needs  be  great  on  either  side. 

And  albeit  to  these  Dangers  may  be  generally  said. 
That  such  Provision  shall  be  made,  by  Capitulations 
with  her,  and  by  Hostages  from  the  Regent,  and  the 
Lords  of  Scotland,  as  all  these  Perils  shall  be  prevented. 

To  that  may  be  answered. 

That  no  Fact  which  she  shall  do  here  in  England 
will  hold,  for  she  will  alleage  the  same  to  be  done  in  a 
Forreign  Country,  being  restrained  of  Liberty.  That 
there  is  great  likelyhood  of  escape,  wheresoever  she  be 
kept  in  Scotland  ;  for  her  late  escape  there,  sheweth, 
how  she  will  leave  no  way  unsought  to  atchieve  it  $ 
and  the  Country  being,  as  it  is,  greatly  divided,  and 
of  nature  marvellously  Factious,  she  is  the  more  like 
to  bring  it  to  pass.  Or  if  the  Regent,  by  any  practice, 
should  yield  to  a  composition,  or  finding  his  Party 
weak,  should  give  over  his  Regiment,  Then  what 
assurance  have  we,  either  of  Amity  or  Religion.  That 
the  Regent  may  be  induced  to  do  this,  appeareth  by 
his  late  secret  Treaty  with  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  for 
her  Marriage,  without  the  Queen’s  Majesty’s  knowledg. 
And  though  the  Regent  should  persevere  constant,  yet 
if  he  should  be  taken  away  directly,  or  indirectly,  (the 
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like  whereof  is  said,  hath  been  attempted  against  him) 
then  is  all  at  large,  and  the  Queen  of  Scots  most  like 
to  be  restored  to  her  Estate,  the  Factions  being  so  great 
in  Scotland,  as  they  are  ;  so  as  the  Case  is  very  tickle 
and  dangerous  to  hang  upon  so  small  a  Thread,  as  the 
Life  of  one  Man,  by  whom  it  appeareth  the  whole  at 
this  present  is  contained. 

And  touching  the  Hostages,  though  that  Assurance 
might  be  good  to  preserve  her  from  Violence  in  Scot¬ 
land,  yet  it  may  be  doubted  how  the  same  will  be 
sufficient  to  keep  her  from  escaping  or  governing  again, 
seeing,  for  her  part,  she  will  make  little  Conscience  of 
the  Hostages  if  she  may  prevail  5  and  the  punishing  of 
the  Hostages  will  be  a  small  satisfaction  to  the 
Queen’s  Majesty  for  the  Troubles  that  may  ensue. 
And  for  the  doubt  of  her  escape,  or  of  Rebellion  with¬ 
in  this  Realm,  it  may  be  said,  That  if  she  should  not 
be  well  guarded,  but  should  be  left  open  to  practice, 
then  her  Escape,  and  the  other  Perils,  might  be  doubt¬ 
ed  of ;  but  if  the  Queen’s  Majesty  hold  a  stricter  hand 
over  her,  and  put  her  under  the  Care  of  a  fast  and 
circumspect  Man,  all  practice  shall  be  cut  from  her, 
and  the  Queen’s  Majesty  free  from  that  Peril.  And 
more  safe  it  is  for  the  Queen  to  keep  the  Bridle  in  her 
own  Hand,  to  restrain  the  Scottish  Queen,  than  in 
returning  her  home,  to  commit  that  trust  to  others, 
which  by  Death,  composition,  or  abusing  of  one  Person, 
may  be  disappointed. 

And  if  she  should,  by  any  means,  recover  her  Estate, 
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the  doubt  of  Rebellion  there  is  not  taken  away,  but 
rather  to  be  feared,  if  she  have  ability  to  her  Will. 
And  if  she  find  strength,  by  her  own  or  Forreign 
Friends,  she  is  not  far  off  to  give  Aid,  upon  a  main 
Land,  to  such  as  will  stir  for  her  $  which,  so  long  as 
she  is  here,  they  will  forbear,  lest  it  might  bring  most 
Peril  to  her  self,  being  in  the  Queen’s  Hands.  The 
like  respect,  no  Doubt  will  move  Forreign  Princes  to 
become  Requesters,  and  not  Threatners  of  her  delivery. 

And  where  it  is  said,  That  the  Queen’s  Majesty  can¬ 
not  be  quiet  so  long  as  she  is  here,  but  it  may  breed 
danger  to  her  Majesty’s  Health.  That  is  a  matter 
greatly  to  be  weighed,  for  it  were  better  to  adventure 
all,  than  her  Majesty  should  inwardly  conceive  any 
thing  to  the  danger  of  her  Health.  But  as  that  is 
only  known  to  such  as  have  more  inward  Acquaint¬ 
ance  with  her  Majesty’s  disposition,'  than  is  fit  for 
some  other  to  have.  So  again,  it  is  to  be  thought, 
that  her  Majesty  being  wise,  if  the  Perils  like  to 
follow,  in  returning  her  Home,  were  laid  before  her  $ 
and  if  she  find  them  greater  than  the  other,  she  will 
be  induced  easily  to  change  her  Opinion,  and  thereby 
may  follow  to  her  Majesty’s  great  satisfaction  and 
quietness. 

Cautions  if  she  should  be  retained. 

To  remove  her  somewhat  nearer  the  Court,  at  the 
least  within  one  days  Journey  of  London,  whereby  it 
shall  be  the  more  easie  to  understand  of  her  Doings. 
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To  deliver  her  in  custody  to  such  as  be  thought 
most  sound  in  Religion  and  most  void  of  practice. 

To  diminish  her  number,  being  now  about  forty 
Persons,  to  the  one  half,  to  make  thereby  the  Queen’s 
Charges  the  less,  and  to  give  her  the  fewer  means  of 
Intelligence. 

To  cut  from  her  all  Access,  Letters  and  Messages, 
other  than  such  as  he  that  shall  have  the  Charge 
shall  think  fit. 

To  signify  to  all  Princes,  the  occasion  of  this  streight 
Guard  upon  her,  to  be  her  late  practice  with  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  which  hath  given  the  Queen  cause  to 
doubt  :  further  assuring  them  that  she  shall  be  used 
honourably,  but  kept  safely  from  troubling  the  Queen’s 
Majesty,  or  this  State. 

That  she  be  retained  here,  until  the  Estate  of  Scot¬ 
land  be  more  settled,  and  the  Estate  of  other  Countries 
now  in  garboil  be  quieted,  the  Issue  whereof  is  like  to 
be  seen  in  a  Year  or  two. 


B  Xetter  Written  bs  tbe 
Earl  of  Leicester, 

TO  THE 

Earl  of  Sussex ,  concerning  the  Queen  of 
Scots;  taken  from  the  first  Draught 
of  it)  written  with  his  own  hand  * 

— - 

My  good  Lord,  I  received  your  Letter  in  the  answer 
of  mine  j  and  though  I  have  not  written  sooner  again 
to  your  Lordship,  both  according  to  your  desire,  and 
the  necessity  of  our  Cases  at  this  time  3  yet  I  doubt 
not  but  you  are  fully  advertised  of  her  Majesty’s 
Pleasure  otherwise.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  glad 
your  Lordship  hath  prospered  so  well  in  your  Journey, 
and  have  Answered,  in  all  Points,  the  good  Opinion 
conceived  of  you. 

And  touching  her  Majesty’s  further  Resolution,  for 
these  Causes,  my  Lord,  I  assure  you,  I  know  not  well 
what  to  write.  First,  I  see  her  Majesty  willing  and 
desirous,  as  Reason  is,  to  work  her  own  Security,  and 
the  quietness  of  her  State,  during  her  time,  which  I 
trust  in  God  shall  be  far  longer  than  we  shall  live  to 
6ee  end  of.  And  herein,  my  Lord,  there  be  sundry 
Minds,  and  among  our  selves,  I  must  confess  to  your 
Lordship,  we  are  not  fully  agreed  which  way  is  best 


*  Ex.  MSS.  Evelyn. 
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to  take.  And  to  your  Lordship,  I  know  I  may  be 
bold,  beside  the  Friendship  I  owe  you,  the  Place  you 
hold  presently,  doth  require  all  the  understanding  that 
may  be,  to  the  furtherance  of  her  Majesty’s  good 
Estate  $  wherefore  I  shall  be  the  bolder  even  to  let 
you  know  as  much  as  I  do,  and  how  we  rest  among  us. 

Your  Lordship  doth  consider,  for  the  State  of 
Scotland,  her  Majesty  hath  those  two  Persons,  being 
divided,  to  deal  with,  the  Queen  of  Scotland,  lately  by 
her  Subjects  deprived,  and  the  young  King  her  Son 
Crown’d  and  set  up  in  her  Place.  Her  Majesty,  of 
these  two,  is  to  chuse,  and  of  necessity  must  chuse 
which  of  them  she  will  allow  and  accept,  as  the  Person 
sufficient  to  hold  the  principal  Place.  And  here 
groweth  the  Question  in  our  Council  to  her  Majesty, 
Which  of  these  two  are  most  fit  for  her  to  maintain 
and  join  in  Amity  with  ?  To  be  plain  with  your 
Lordship,  The  most  in  number  do  altogether  conceive 
her  Majesty’s  best  and  surest  way  is,  to  maintain  and 
continue  the  young  King  in  this  his  Estate,  and  thereby 
to  make  her  whole  Party  in  Scotland,  which  by  the 
setling  of  him,  with  the  cause  of  Religion,  is  thought 
most  easiest,  most  safest,  and  most  probable  for  the 
perpetual  quieting  and  benefit  to  her  own  Estate,  and 
great  assurance  made  of  such  a  Party,  and  so  small 
Charges  thereby,  as  her  Majesty  may  make  account 
to  have  the  like  Authority,  and  assured  Amity  in 
Scotland,  as  heretofore  she  had  in  the  time  of  the  late 
Regent. 
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The  Reasons  against  the  other,  are  these 
shortly. 

The  Title  that  the  Queen  claimeth  to  this  Crown  : 
The  overthrow  of  Religion  in  that  Couutry  :  The 
impossibility  of  any  assurance  for  the  observing  of  any 
Pact  or  Agreement  made  between  our  Soveraign  and 
her.  These  be  Causes  your  Lordship  sees  sufficient  to 
dissuade  all  Men  from  the  contrary  Opinion.  And 
yet,  my  Lord,  it  cannot  be  denied,  upon  indifferent 
looking  into  the  Matter  on  both  sides,  but  the  clearest 
is  full  enough  of  Difficulties.  And  then,  my  Lord,  is 
the  Matter  disputable  ;  and  yet  I  think  verily,  not  for 
Argument-sake,  but  even  for  Duty  and  Conscience- 
sake,  to  find  out  Truth,  and  safest  means  for  our 
Soveraign’s  best  doing.  And  thus  we  differ.  The 
first  you  have  heard  touching  the  young  King. 

On  the  other  side  this  it  is  thought,  and  of  these  I 
must  confess  my  self  to  your  Lordship  to  be  one  :  And 
God  is  my  Judg,  whether  it  be  for  any  other  respect 
in  this  World,  but  that  I  suppose,  and  verily  believe  it 
may  prove  best  for  her  Majesty’s  own  quietness  during 
her  time. 

And  here  I  must  before  open  to  your  Lordship 
indeed  her  Majesty’s  true  State  she  presently  stands 
in  5  which,  though  it  may  be  granted  the  former 
Advice  the  better  way,  yet  how  hardly  it  layeth  in  her 
Power  to  go  thorow  withal,  you  shall  easily  judg. 
For  it  must  be  confessed,  That  by  the  taking  into  her 
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protection  the  King  and  the  Faction,  she  must  enter 
into  a  War  for  it :  And  as  the  least  War  being  ad¬ 
mitted,  cannot  be  maintained  without  great  Charge  : 
so  such  a  War  may  grow,  France  or  Spain  setting  in 
foot,  as  may  cause  it  to  be  an  intolerable  War.  Then 
being  a  War,  it  must  be  Treasure  that  must  maintain 
it.  That  she  hath  Treasure  to  continue  any  time  in 
War,  surely,  my  Lord,  I  cannot  see  it :  And  as  your 
Lordship  doth  see  the  present  Relief  for  Mony  we 
trust  upon,  which  either  failing  us,  or  it  rising  no 
more  than  I  see  it  like  to  be,  not  able  long  to  last  $ 
Where  is  there  further  hope  of  help  hereafter  ?  For 
my  own  part  I  see  none.  If  it  be  so,  then,  my  Lord, 
that  her  Majesty’s  present  estate  is  such  as  I  tell  you, 
which  I  am  sure  is  true  ;  How  shall  this  Counsel 
stand  with  security,  by  taking  a  Party  to  enter  into  a 
War,  when  we  are  no  way  able  to  maintain  it  j  for  if 
we  enter  into  it  once,  and  be  driven,  either  for  Lack, 
or  any  other  way,  to  shrink,  what  is  like  to  follow  of 
the  Matter,  your  Lordship  can  well  consider  j  the  best 
is,  we  must  be  sorry  for  that  we  have  done,  and  per¬ 
chance  seek  to  make  a-mends,  where  we  neither  would 
nor  should.  This  is  touching  the  present  State  we 
stand  in.  Besides  we  are  to  remember  what  already 
we  have  done  j  how  many  ways,  even  now  together 
the  Realm  hath  been  universally  burdened. 

First,  For  the  keeping  of  new  bands,  after  the  fur¬ 
nishing  of  Armour  $  and  therein  how  continually  the 
Charge  sooner  hath  grown  than  Subsidies  payed. 
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And  lastly,  the  marvellous  charge  in  most  Countries 
against  the  late  Rebellion,  with  this  Loan  of  Mony 
now  on  the  neck  of  it.  Whether  this  State  doth 
require  further  cause  of  imposition,  or  no,  I  refer  to 
your  Lordship?  And  whether  entring  into  a  further 
Charge  than  her  Majesty  hath  presently  wherewithal 
to  bear,  it  will  force  such  a  Matter  or  no,  I  refer  to 
wiser  to  judg. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  I  will  shew  you  such  Reasons 
as  move  me  to  think  as  I  do.  In  Worldly  Causes, 
Men  must  be  governed  by  Worldly  Policies  j  and  yet 
so  to  frame  them,  as  God,  the  Author  of  all,  be 
chiefly  regarded.  From  him  we  have  received  Laws, 
under  which  all  Mens  Policies  and  Devices  ought  to 
be  Subject  5  and  through  his  Ordinance,  the  Princes 
on  the  Earth  have  Authority  to  give  Laws  ;  by  which 
also,  all  Princes  have  the  Obedience  of  the  People. 
And  though  in  some  Points,  I  shall  deal  like  a 
Worldly  Man  for  my  Prince,  yet  I  hope  I  shall  not 
forget  that  I  am  a  Christian,  nor  my  duty  to  God. 

Our  Question  is  this  5  Whether  it  be  meeter  for  our 
Soveraign  to  maintain  the  young  King  of  Scotland, 
and  his  Authority  ;  or  upon  Composition,  restore  the 
Queen  of  Scots  into  her  Kingdom  again?  To  restore 
her  simply,  we  are  not  of  Opinion,  for  so  I  must  confess 
a  great  over-sight,  and  doubt  no  better  Success,  than 
those  that  do  Object  most  Perils  thereby  to  ensue. 
But  if  there  be  any  Assurances  in  this  World  to  be 
given,  or  any  Provision  by  Wordly  Policy  to  be  had, 
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then,  my  Lord,  I  do  not  see  but  Ways. and  Means 
may  be  used  with  the  Queen  of  Scots,  whereby  her 
Majesty  may  be  at  quiet,  and  yet  delivered  of  her 
present  great  Charge.  It  is  granted  and  feared  of  all 
sides,  that  the  Cause  of  any  trouble  or  danger  to  her 
Majesty,  is  the  Title  the  Queen  of  Scotland  pretends 
to  the  Crown  of  this  Realm.  The  Danger  we  fear 
should  happen  by  her,  is  not  for  that  she  is  Queen  of 
Scotland,  but  that  other  the  great  Princes  of  Christen¬ 
dom  do  favour  her  so  much,  as  in  respect  of  her 
Religion,  they  will  in  all  Causes  assist  her  ;  and 
especially,  by  the  colour  of  her  Title,  seem  justly  to 
aid  and  relieve  her,  and  the  more  lawfully  take  her 
and  her  Causes  into  their  Protection.  Then  is  the 
Title  granted  to  be  the  chief  Cause  of  danger  to  our 
Soveraign.  If  it  be  so,  Whether  doth  the  setting  up 
the  Son  in  the  Mothers  Place,  from  whence  his  Title 
must  be  claimed,  take  away  her  Title  in  the  Opinion 
of  those  Princes,  or  no,  notwithstanding  she  remain 
Prisoner?  It  appeareth  plainly,  No  ;  for  there  is 
continual  Labour  and  means  made,  from  the  greatest 
Princes,  our  Neighbours,  to  the  Queen’s  Majesty  for 
restoring  the  Queen  of  Scotland  to  her  Estate  and 
Government,  otherwise  they  protest  open  Relief  and 
Aid  for  her.  Then  though  her  Majesty  do  maintain 
the  young  King  in  his  present  Estate,  yet  it  appears 
that  other  Princes  will  do  the  contrary  :  And  having 
any  advantage,  how  far  they  will  proceed,  Men  may 
suspect.  And  so  we  must  conceive,  that  as  long  as  this 
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difference  shall  continue,  by  the  maintaining  of  these 
two,  so  long  shall  the  same  Cause  remain,  to  the  trouble 
and  danger  of  the  Queen’s  Majesty.  And  now  to 
avoid  this  whilst  she  lives,  What  better  Mean  is  there 
to  take  this  Cause  away,  but  by  her  own  consent,  to 
renounce  and  release  all  such  Interest  or  Title  as  she 
claimeth,  either  presently  or  hereafter,  during  the 
Life  of  her  Majesty,  and  the  Heirs  of  her  Body. 
Albeit,  here  may  two  Questions  be  moved. 

First,  Whether  the  Scots  Queen  will  renounce  her 
Title,  or  no  ? 

Secondly,  If  she  will  do  so,  What  Assurance  may 
she  give  for  the  performance  thereof? 

To  the  first,  It  is  most  certain  she  hath,  and  pre¬ 
sently  doth  offer,  wholly  and  frankly,  to  release  and 
renounce  all  manner  of  Claims  and  Titles,  whatsoever 
they  be,  to  the  Crown  of  this  Realm,  durjng  her 
Majesty’s  Life,  and  the  Heirs  of  her  Body. 

And  for  the  Second  ;  She  doth  likewise  offer  all 
manner  of  Security  and  Assurances  that  her  Majesty 
can  devise,  and  is  in  that  Queen’s  possible  Power  to  do, 
she  excepteth  none. 

Then  must  we  consider  what  may  be  Assurances, 
for  here  is  the  difficulty.  For  that  objections  be  that 
Princes  never  hold  Promises  longer  than  for  their  own 
Commodity  5  and  what  Security  soever  they  put  in, 
they  may  break  if  they  will.  All  this  may  be  granted; 
but  yet  that  we  must  grant  also,  that  Princes  do  daily 
Treat  and  deal  one  with  another  $  and  of  necessity  are 
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forced  to  trust  to  such  Bonds  and  Assurances  as  they 
contract  by.  And  as  there  is  no  such  Surety  to  be 
had  in  Wordly  Matters,  but  all  are  Subject  to  many 
Casualties $  yet  we  see  such  Devices  made,  even 
among  Princes,  as  doth  tie  them  to  perform  that, 
which  if  they  might  conveniently  chuse,  they  would 
not.  And  in  this  Matter  of  the  Queen  of  Scotland, 
since  she  doth  offer  both  to  leave  the  cause  of  the 
differences  that  lie  between  the  Queen’s  Majesty  and 
her  ;  and  also  to  give  all  Surety  that  may  be  by  our 
selves  devised  to  observe  the  same  $  I  do  not  see 
but  such  means  may  be  devised  to  tie  her  so 

strongly,  as  though  she  would  break,  yet  I  can¬ 
not  find  what  advantage  she  shall  get  by  it. 

For  beside,  that  I  would  have  her  own  simple  Renun¬ 
ciation  to  be  made  by  the  most  substantial  Instrument 
that  could  be  devised.  The  assent  of  some  others 
should  confirm  the  same  also.  Her  own  Parliaments 
at  home  should  do  the  like  with  the  full  Authority  of 
the  whole  Estates.  They  should  deliver  her  Son,  and 
such  other  principal  Noblemen  of  her  Realm  for 
Hostages,  as  the  Queen’s  Majesty  should  name. 
She  should  also  put  into  her  Majesty’s  Hands,  some 
one  piece  or  two  of  her  Realm,  and  for  such  a  time  as 
should  be  thought  meet  by  her  Majesty,  except  Edin¬ 
burgh.  The  Queens  Majesty  might  also,  by  ratifying 
this  by  a  Parliament  here,  make  a  Forfeiture,  if  the 
Queen  of  Scotland  should  any  way,  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly,  go  about  to  infringe  this  Agreement,  of  all  such 
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Titles  and  Claims  that  did  remain  in  the  Queen  of 
Scotland,  after  her  Majesty  and  her  Issue,  never  to  be 
capable  of  any  Authority  or  Soveraignity  within  this 
Realm.  These  I  would  think  to  be  sufficient  Bonds 
to  bind  any  Prince,  specially  no  mightier  than  she  is. 
And  this  much  more  would  T  have,  that  even  as  she 
shall  be  thus  bound,  for  the  relief  of  her  Title  to  the 
Oueen’s  Majesty  and  her  Issue  ;  So  shall  she  suffer 
the  Religion  received  and  established  in  Scotland 
already,  to  be  confirmed  and  not  altered.  In  like  sort, 
the  Amity  between  these  two  Realms,  to  be  such,  and 
so  frankly  united,  as  no  other  League  with  any 
Forreign  Prince,  should  stand  in  force  to  break  it. 
For  I  think  verily,  as  the  first  is  chiefest  touching 
her  Majesty’s  own  Person,  so  do  I  judge  the  later,  I 
mean,  the  confirmation  of  the  Religion  already  there 
received,  to  be  one  of  the  assuredst  and  likeliest  means 
to  hold  her  Majesty  a  strong  and  continual  Party  in 
Scotland.  The  trial  hereof  hath  been  already  sufficient 
when  her  Majesty  had  none  other  Interest  at  all,  but 
only  the  maintenance  of  the  True  Religion,  the  same 
Cause  remaining  still  the  same  affection  in  the  same, 
Persons  that  do  profess  it,  I  trust,  and  it  is  like,  will 
not  change.  And  though  the  Scots  Queen  should 
now  be  setled  in  her  Kingdom  again,  yet  is  she  not 
like  to  be  greater  or  better  esteemed  now  than  here¬ 
tofore,  when  both  her  Authority  was  greater,  and  her 
good  will  ready  to  alter  this  Religion,  but  could  not 
bring  it  to  pass.  No  more  is  it  like  these  further 
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Provisions  being  taken,  she  shall  do  it  now.  And  the 
last  Cause  also  is  not  without  great  hope  of  some  good 
Success  5  for  as  the  oppression  of  Strangers  heretofore 
had  utterly  wearied  them  of  that  Yoke,  so  hath  this 
peaceable  time,  between  them  and  us,  made  them 
know  the  Liberty  of  their  own,  and  the  Commodity 
of  us  their  Neighbours. 

This,  my  Lord,  doth  lead  me  to  lean  to  this 
Opinion,  finding  thereby  rather  both  more  surety,  and 
more  quietness,  for  my  Soveraign’s  present  time,  hav¬ 
ing,  by  the  contrary,  many  occasions  of  trouble  cut 
off,  and  the  intolerable  Charge  eschewed,  which  I 
cannot  find  by  any  possible  means,  her  Majesty  able  to 
sustain  for  any  long  time. 

Thus  hastily  1  am  driven  to  end  my  long,  cumber¬ 
some  Letter  to  your  Lordship,  though  very  desirous 
to  impart  my  mind  herein  to  your  Lordship. 


$  i  n  1 6. 


